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Economic, social & territorial 
cohesion are objectives of the EU 
Territorial Agenda 2030 
• A future for all places & people 
• Just & Green Europe 
COVID-19 accelerates disparities 
between places & people 



Broaden the debate 
Cohesion and a future for all 
places & people need action taken by 
• every player (public, private, civil 

society)
• at any administrative level 
• of varying character 

Europe needs a broad societal debate 
How do we picture …
• … territorial cohesion?
• … a future for all places?Framework for 

bottom-up territorial visions

Territorial guiding 
principles / vision

Stimulate and empower to develop bottom-up visions

Roving 
EU-local 
dialogue



Cross-fertilisation fosters new ideas 
Exchange of experience 
is important for spatial development 
So far, the focus is mainly on exchange 
between places 
Europe needs more cooperation 
between sectors and groups of society 

A future for all places 
• needs to build on action by all 

sectors, groups of societies … 
• main policies and decisions are 

spatially blind 
Framework for 

cooperation 

Cooperation
between

places

policy 
sectors

societal 
groups

Stimulate and empower to cooperate

Cooperation on functional issues and areas
EU & beyond, macro-regions, 

cross-border, functional regions, 
functional urban areas …. 



Dare more experiments 
To achieve territorial cohesion & future for all places
• there is no blue-print 
• we need new ideas 
• we need creativity and co-creation 

Dare more experimentation 
• test new ideas 
• challenge result-oriented approaches
• trial & error instead of playing safe 



First baby steps
Territorial Agenda 2030 pilot actions 
• Climate change adaptation and resilience through landscape transition
• Small places matter 
• more at https://territorialagenda.eu/actions.html

VASAB 
• Transnational vision for the Baltic Sea Region 
• … a future for all places?
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Cooperation only grows by sharing

You can only have more for yourself by giving it away to others


